
Public Hearing 
Tuesday, October 1st, at 6 pm  
Cowichan Theatre 
 
North Cowichan will be holding a public hearing for the proposed expansion 
of the Vancouver Island Motorsport Circuit (VIMC). The Sahtlam 
Neighbourhood Association asks for your support in opposing this rezoning 
application for the following reasons: 
  

1. Noise from the current racetrack is loud, disruptive, and has severely 
impacted residents living in the surrounding areas. VIMC has 
proposed noise limits that are completely inadequate. Worse, they’ve 
asked for “special event days” that would be exempt from any noise 
limits, and there is no limit on the number of these days. So in theory, 
they could hold these special events every weekend. Some residents 
in Maple Bay can already hear noise from the existing racetrack, and 
the expanded facility will only make the situation worse.  

2. The “penalty” for violating their (inadequate) noise limits would be a 
$5000 fine paid to North Cowichan. This amount presents no difficulty 
for VIMC, it’s just the “cost of doing business”, and they’ve offered to 
pay North Cowichan $25,000 to cover their first five violations in 
advance. What incentive would North Cowichan have to enforce the 
bylaw when they get paid for every violation? 

3. The land being proposed for development includes Menzies Creek 
and its two tributaries. The planned track expansion would cross 
these waterways 4 times, and leave only a marginal protected area 
for riparian habitat. This region is an important part of the Somenos 
Watershed and of great interest to environmental groups working to 
protect these lands for the health of our waterways and for future 
generations. 



4. They claim to have made significant contributions to the local 
economy, but have no data to back up those claims. An expanded 
racetrack will have a negative impact on any local businesses wishing 
to capitalize on the peaceful rural ambience of the Cowichan Valley.  

5. Great efforts have been made to brand the Cowichan Valley as the 
“Provence of Canada”. A 150-acre racetrack is the antithesis of the 
“Slow Down and Savour” lifestyle that we promote to tourists, which 
emphasizes eco- and agri-tourism and enjoying the peaceful beauty 
of our natural surroundings.  

 
For more information, please visit our website.  
  
  
 

https://www.sahtlamneighbourhoodassociation.com/single-post/2019/09/05/Racetrack-Rezoning-What-You-Need-to-Know

